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“DIVINE HUNGER”: 
NOT TRANSCENDING TRAUMA 
IN SLAVENKA DRAKULIĆ’S



















































































“In all forms of art, 
part of you is in the 
trauma, and part of 




Autoethnography: The “why” of Tereza
• describe and systematically analyze personal experience
cultural experience
• autobiography ethnography
• stories are complex, constitutive, meaningful phenomena 
help 
people make sense of themselves and others
•
grounded in subjective, personal experience sensitize issues of 
identity, to experiences shrouded in silence, and to forms of representation 
empathize with people who are different from us
Autoethnography: The “why” of Tereza
epiphanies or critical events 
being part of a culture possessing a particular cultural 
identity
But there are key events
One such moment was meeting José. The other 
was my decision to see our love through to the very end
Linguistic and social isolation 
• inadequacy of language 
• bodies and food 
• linguistic and social isolation
• interprets José’s behavior 
• “stock of knowledge” 
Tereza’s behavior is contextually logical.
• “why” 
•
culturally appropriate and meaningful
understanding of her experiences, context, and cultural identity
•
• Culture is rich, multifaceted, and multilayered
• better understand their context, 
understandings, and choices
• out of her story 
imposed from outside 
• honor people’s uniqueness 
personal stories
• deepen our capacity to 
empathize with people who are different from us
